Municipality of ‘s-Hertogenbosch

Attn. The Mayor and Aldermen & Town Council
Wolvenhoek 1

5211 HH ’s-Hertogenbosch

The Netherlands

Well (Gld.)/'s-Hertogenbosch, June 9, 2026

To the politicians of 's-Hertogenbosch, written with passion ...

Dear politicians,

First of all, congratulations on the no less than 90-page coalition agreement and the ‘meters’ outlined in it by the
‘wise people’ who drafted it. Since 2020, - the year in which the Municipality of ‘s-Hertogenbosch announced the
European Championships Pétanque 2022 on De Parade with great fanfare -, as a Founder and Chairman of my
association, I have made a great deal of ‘progress’ in order to actively contribute to the well-being of (in particular)
older residents of ‘s-Hertogenbosch, all through the accessible game of pétanque. Our association’s main aim is to
bring older people together, thereby fostering new friendships, combating loneliness and encouraging older people
to get more exercise in a fun way. In addition, pétanque is also promoted as a proper competitive sport. Over the
past four years, I have made great strides in achieving our goal. But now? Now I am tired, so very tired ...

I am tired of fighting a losing battle to create something beautiful and multifunctional for the people of
‘'s-Hertogenbosch, a facility that exists in every town and village around ‘s-Hertogenbosch but is still missing from
our Noord-Brabant gem. One substantial community hub is still missing within our municipal boundaries. A
multifunctional, centrally located meeting place which, in addition to facilities for the sport of pétanque, offers space
for gatherings of residents, clubs and community organisations in the fields of games, sport and culture, all within
a single sustainable venue serving as the social heart of the neighbourhood.

For as long as my ADHD allowed, I tried to remain *politically correct’, but now I have to speak my mind ... Hopefully
my account won't be too rambling in that regard. It really pains me to see that the political establishment in
‘s-Hertogenbosch is failing ‘its elderly’ so badly by failing to support the multifunctional community hub we proposed,
simply because of a single line on one of the 90 pages mentioned earlier... Somewhat cynically, and uninhibited by
my ADHD, I am (almost) tempted to say: “Did they run out of ink?”

VOOR Den Bosch/Joep Gersjes has put a number of critical but very realistic questions to the council regarding the
above. The response was, to put it mildly, ‘dry’, simply stating that there is no policy in place for the sport of
pétanque. See this link for the questions asked and the formal responses to them. Remarkably, there is no policy
for the sport of pétanque, even though ‘s-Hertogenbosch claims to have its sports policy and facilities in order, to
the extent that outsiders look on with almost envy. These were the exact words spoken by a highly prominent and
respected (almost former) politician during the official launch of the ‘s-Hertogenbosch Sports Council earlier this
year. Coincidentally, that same politician made one of her first public appearances during the aforementioned
European Championships Pétanque 2022. A prestigious event from which the sport of pétanque has still not been
able to benefit to this day: there is no policy, let alone a facility of the calibre befitting a city like ‘s-Hertogenbosch,
which is currently completely lacking.
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As a non-profit organisation, Pétanque Union Bois le Duc has its heart in the right place. It is not profit-driven or
solely self-interested, but rather a break-even organisation with a broad social outlook focused on bringing people
together and encouraging (sporting) social interaction, particularly amongst older people. Our association looks
beyond its own backyard by thinking in @ multifunctional and society-wide way. This benefits the running of the
venue, both financially and, above all, socially. Click here to view our visualised vision, as presented in
mid-February 2026 to the entire political spectrum in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, from left to right, whilst remaining ‘neutral’.
After all, as an association, we are (indeed) here for everyone!

We have pursued our *politics’ with the aim of encouraging people in ‘real’ politics to invest in society rather than in
the new stands of a commercial enterprise such as FC Den Bosch, or an exorbitantly expensive theatre, or an
unviable design museum. Admittedly, FC Den Bosch is the city’s sporting flagship, and we certainly ought to cherish
that. What's more, the club generates a lot of revenue for the city, so I do get the point. But that doesn’t change
the fact that ‘Joe and Jane with the small wallet’, - often ageing and on the verge of isolation -, also need a place
to gather. Not one with a fancy stand and high admission prices, but one with free entry and affordable coffee.

“Making progress ...” (Dutch text: “Meters maken ...") is a recurring theme in the coalition agreement. Wonderful!
But with a population of around 160,000 now and 200,000 by 2050, our city is facing an ageing population. For
many people, shopping elsewhere is not an option, and for the 40,000 new residents, ‘s-Hertogenbosch, - as the
beating heart of the region -, is not an affordable or feasible option. The city is ageing significantly, and it is precisely
this target group that we, as an association, are focusing on. Not just from our own community, but with a broader
social plan: a multi-purpose community center with pétanque facilities. A home for everyone, even when life is tough
or when you feel lonely. Through the game/the sport of pétanque we also promote physical and, indirectly, mental
well-being. The proposition is also unique because people can participate individually, without high costs and/or
much playing experience. Accessibility at its best.

One of the points raised in the response to the questions from VOOR Den Bosch is that Pétanque Union Bois le Duc
is still a relatively young and small association, which is, of course, true. However, our location is severely hampering
our growth. Dozens of former members have left for clubs in neighbouring municipalities that do have the right
facilities for their older members. The partially council-subsidised indoor courts (tent halls) mentioned in the written
response are nice but freezing cold in the autumn and winter months. Furthermore, they offer no opportunity for a
‘third half’ or a prolonged get-together. Added to this is the fact that the location of Sportpark De Schutskamp, -
due to the perpetually overcrowded car park and its secluded position -, is anything but inviting. It is therefore a
non-argument that we are a small association: we are simply coming up against the limits of the location, where
the perception of insecurity (being tucked away, loitering youths, dubious traffic on De Fuik towards the car park
behind Sporthal De Schutskamp) has a negative effect. The statistics, also presented to the coalition-forming parties,
speak for themselves: an association like ours should have 175 to 200 members in no time with the right facilities.

Anyway, I've got it off my chest and it’s a relief (for now). This gives me some breathing space to continue fighting
for (in particular) the elderly in our town, but also for the game of pétanque. Pétanque is a game that brings people
together (especially the elderly), but it's also a proper competitive sport, as demonstrated by our two successful
competition teams.

I'll finish with the one-liner “Time for policy ..."”. Perhaps spent so ‘meters’ to give that a go? @

Antoon van Mil
Chariman/ Connector
Pétanque Union Bois le Duc
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